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4 Parent & Citizen

Graduations, assemblies, presentations 
and orientations will be happening in 

schools across the country – welcome to 
Term 4!

These opportunities are an excellent time to 
provide a short round-up of what your team 
achieved this year – whether you can make a 
short speech at the event, or put a small 
handout together – advertising now, is 
important.

Planning for 2018 is also important, so add 
in a couple of ideas that you may have for 
next year; dates of your meetings, items you 
are considering raising money for or things 
you would like to achieve.

During this term, it is also common to thank 
our teams of volunteers. Thanking and 
appreciating your volunteers is extremely 
important, as those who feel appreciated, 
will continue to contribute. If funds are 
sparse, why not host a ‘bring a plate event’ 
and present ‘appreciation certificates’. Invite 
your local MP, Mayor or other elected official 
– it adds a difference to the event and its 
good for your community to know who their 
elected officials are. 

Having your local elected officials knowing 
more about your school and its needs, will 
make it easier for them to let your P&C 
Association know of opportunities that can 
assist your school and community. I 
encourage you to reach out and get to know 
those who are elected to represent your 
interests, locally, state-wide and nationally 

as you can also go to them for help, when 
your school needs it. 

For example, a P&C Association in Sydney 
would like to transform unused tram-sheds 
at the back of their school, into a space for 
students to practice and play music – a 
parent commented “the acoustics… the 
space…the current dilapidated state, we’d 
love to restore it instead of wasting a great 
resource”. 

Working with their school, the P&C 
Associations, are gathering people together 
to help, including their locally elected 
of f ic ials,  community members and 
businesses. You can do similar! We are not 
just a sausage sizzle, fundraising body, we 
are advocates for Public Education. If you 
would like to learn more, please send me an 
email at president@pandc.org.au. P&C 
Federation would love to help you learn 
more.

Before completing this term’s message, I 
would like to remind all, that we held our 
2017 Annual General Meeting (AGM) last 
term. For those who are unaware, our AGM is 
the opportunity for P&C Associations to put 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Susie Boyd

forward issues that they would like the P&C 
Federation to adopt or champion. Each of 
the 16 P&C Federation Electorates, can elect 
2 delegates and a councillor to represent 
your area – with the next elections due in 
2018. 

Following a robust debate and a democratic 
vote, we agreed to several motions, all of 
which can be found on our website. I 
encourage you, to send forth motions you 
would like considered for the next AGM. I’d 
also like to encourage you to consider 
running for a delegate or councillor’s role, 
speak up for your electorate during meetings, 
and during the year as the councillor – 
maintain an effective oversight of the P&C 
Federation for a two-year period.

If you have any questions you’d like to clarify, 
please contact:
P&C Federation’s office on 1300 885 982 or 
email mail@pandc.org.au

“THANKING AND APPRECIATING 
YOUR VOLUNTEERS IS 

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT, 
AS THOSE WHO FEEL 

APPRECIATED, WILL CONTINUE 
TO CONTRIBUTE.”

A Proud Sponsor of P&C Federation’s 2018 Conference 
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P&C FEDERATION 2017 AGM

P&C Federation President, Susie Boyd

SCHOOLS SPECTACULAR STARS PERFORM AT P&C FEDERATION’S 2017 AGM 

On Saturday 26 August, P&C Federation’s 
Councillors and Delegates converged 

on Bridge Street at the Department of 
Education Building in Sydney’s CBD, to 
attend the 2017 Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). As well as these Councillors and 
Delegates, the AGM was attended by the 
New South Wales Minister for Education, Mr 
Rob Stokes.

The AGM is a venue to shape the direction of 
P&C Federation. As a peak parent advocacy 
group for P&C Associations in New South 
Wales, P&C Federation seeks to act in the 
benefit of public education by advocating on (Chika) Madden, after which the Minster for 

Education, Rob Stokes, addressed the AGM. 
P&C Federation Guest Speaker was Deputy 
Secretar y,  School  Operat ions and 
Performance, Mr. Murat Dizdar.

This year’s AGM saw the Councillors and 
Delegates discuss and debate robustly on a 
range of motions presented at the 2017 
AGM which were then decided on by a 
democratic vote. P&C Federation President, 
Susie Boyd, delivered the closing speech 
and the 2017 AGM concluded around 4pm.

behalf of P&C Associations. Our advocacy 
work is determined by motions sent to us by 
P&C Associations across the state, and 
voted on by P&C Federation Councillors and 
Delegates. To read the outcomes of P&C 
Federation’s 2016 AGM, please visit:  
www.pandc.org.au/advocacy

The day started with delegates going through 
an induction, followed by a spectacular 
singing performance by Ezra Loau and Olina 
Laou. 

The Welcome to Country was delivered by 
respected Gadigal Elder Uncle Charles 

P&C Federation’s 2017 AGM was opened 
by a spectacular singing performance. 

Featured Artists in the 2017 Schools 
Spectacular, Ezra Loau and Olina Loau, 
were delighted to perform at the P&C Annual 
General Meeting on Saturday 26 August. 
The dynamic brother/sister duo from 
Western Sydney are exceptionally talented 
vocalists and were selected from over 400 
students who auditioned as solo vocalists 
from all over NSW. 

The duo performed a piece entitled ‘If The 
World Only Knew’ that will be featured at the 
2017 Schools Spectacular. 

The Schools Spectacular is an outstanding 
showcase of public education, featuring over 
5,500 students from schools across NSW, in 
a top-class arena production that recently 
won the title of the World’s Largest Amateur 
Variety Show. The Spectacular will be held at 
the Qudos Bank Arena, Sydney Olympic 
Park, on Friday 24 and Saturday 25 
November. It’s a not-to-be-missed event! 
Tickets are available through Ticketek. Hon Rob Stokes with Ezra & Olina Loau

Rob Stokes & Murat Dizdar with Councillors and Delegates at P&C Federation’s  
2017 AGM
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We have long known that  our 
schools hold the future within their 

classrooms, so we are planning for today’s 
education system to set the foundations 
for young people to thrive in life and work in 
2050 and perhaps through to 2090.

The evidence is building that young people 
today will face a very different world when 
they finish school. Many of the jobs their 
parents do may soon be automatable by 
artificial intelligence (AI) or robots. 

AI is already becoming integrated into daily 
life; just think of the smartphone in your 
pocket. Computers already understand and 
communicate using human language. 
Machine learning systems, which have been 
used in tasks as diverse as detecting skin 
cancer, pricing insurance, predicting crime 
and recommending sentences, can adapt 
themselves and learn over time.

It is our department’s role to think about 
what today’s young people might need to 
succeed in tomorrow’s world. What and how 
we teach over the next 10 years will come 
into sharp focus as we determine the best 
way to prepare students for this rapidly 
changing world.

And it is critical that we hear a wide range of 
perspectives and voices so we can have well-
informed conversations and think deeply 
about what school reforms might be needed.

Our Education for a Changing World project 
aims to explore broad themes about the 

global challenges of the 21st century and 
the implications for education. 

Key questions explored in this project 
include:

•  If we need to lift the skill level of all 
students, including our best and brightest, 
what changes might need to be made to 
curriculum and assessment?

•  If we expect tomorrow’s kindergarten 
students to be able to know more, learn 
more and do more, what does this mean 
for teaching and teachers? 

•  If schools must prepare students for a 
world profoundly altered by automation 
and AI, what implications does this have 
for today’s education infrastructure?

•  If schools are to be more responsive to  
the needs of a rapidly changing world, 
what is the role of vocational education 
and training, higher education and 
industry in supporting this?

So far, this year I’ve hosted roundtable 
discussions to inform the department’s 
thinking about how education might need to 
change to better prepare today’s young 
people for the complex world they will face 
when they leave school. During Education 
Week, I had the pleasure of discussing the 
future with 20 students who were part of the 
Secretary for a Day program.

We are exploring the strategic implications 
for education from advancing technologies 
because education will be the foundation to 
liberate opportunity. 

EDUCATION FOR A CHANGING WORLD

The future is not an abstract concept for 
educators; it is evident on the faces of 
children in our classrooms today. What will 
be their future? How can we help them 
flourish? The challenges we face will not be 
solved in isolation and we welcome feedback 
from parents, carers and communities.

More information on Education for a 
Changing World, including research papers, 
is available on the department’s website:

http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/about-us/
plans-reports-and-statistics/education-
for-a-changing-world

Mark Scott is Secretary of the NSW 
Department of Education 

By Mark Scott

Student roundtable discussions during Education WeekDiscussing future education during Education Week

Mark Scott, Secretary 
NSW Department of Education
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Late last term I spent three days in three 
Hunter Valley schools – Singleton Primary 

School, Francis Greenway High School and 
DALE Young Parents School. I wish to thank 
each of the Principals, their staff and all 
their students for their hospitality. I also 
wish to acknowledge the fabulous learning 
environments they have.

The purpose of visiting the schools is to 
gather a better understanding of how NESA 
can best work with and support schools to 
deliver improved outcomes for all their 
students.

Over August and September NSW schools 
participated in the school readiness test to 
assess if NSW is prepared to move NAPLAN 
from pen and paper tests to online.

I wish to thank all schools and their staff for 
taking part and providing feedback.

NESA and the Department of Education plus 
the Catholic and Independent school sectors 
will now review what happened during the 
school readiness test to inform our next 
steps and our advice to Minister Stokes.

Parents and caregivers of Year 9 students 
would have received their 2017 NAPLAN 
results. As the Premier noted when the 
results were released in mid-August, overall, 
NSW students scored above the national 
average and ranked in the top three states 
for all tests for all year levels.

For Year 9 specifically, 68 per cent or 61,015, 
received at least one test result in Band 8 or 
above, 52 per cent (46,481) received at 
least two test results at Band 8 or above and 
32 per cent (28,403) attained Band 8 or 
above in all three. 

This means most students have already 
achieved at least one of the elements of the 

NESA

David de Carvalho, CEO
NSW Education Standards Authority

HSC minimum literacy and numeracy 
standard three years early, and nearly a third 
have fully met the standard three years early.

Later this term NESA will be trialling the new 
online minimum standard literacy and 
numeracy tests with Year 9 and 10 students 
ahead of rolling them out next year.

The online test dates (school days only) for 
2018 are:

Term 1: 19 February to 23 March 2018
Term 2: 21 May to 22 June 2018
Term 3: 13 August to 14 September 2018
Term 4: 5 November to 7 December 2018

The HSC minimum standard is set at an 
everyday level of reading, writing and 
numeracy skills needed for future learning 
and to complete everyday tasks like:

• writing a job application
•  creating a personal weekly budget in a 

spreadsheet 
•  following safety instructions in an 

equipment manual.

Teachers will work with individual students 
needing to pass the test to determine when 
they are ready.

A video for students and information for 
students and parents are available on the 
NESA website:

http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/
wps/portal/nesa/about/initiatives/
stronger-hsc-standards/minimum-standard

From next year all teachers will need to be 
accredited with NESA to start, continue, or 
return to teaching in a school or early 
childhood service in NSW. 

This means they will need to complete 100 
hours of professional development every five 
years. Teachers who started work after 2004 
are already accredited with NESA.

By David de Carvalho

“FROM NEXT YEAR ALL 
TEACHERS WILL NEED TO BE 
ACCREDITED WITH NESA TO 

START, CONTINUE, OR RETURN 
TO TEACHING IN A SCHOOL OR 
EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICE  

IN NSW.” 

HSC MINIMUM 
STANDARD TEST 

DATES FOR 2018:
Term 1 

19 February to 23 March 2018

Term 2  
21 May to 22 June 2018

Term 3  
13 August to 14 September 2018

Term 4  
5 November to 7 December 2018

Also last term Minister Stokes publicly 
recognised 31 teachers who have been 
accredited by NESA as either Highly 
Accomplished or Lead Teacher.

These leaders of the teaching profession in 
NSW schools were acknowledged at a 
special event for their teaching skills and 
exper tise, leadership qualit ies and 
outstanding contribution to the education of 
this state’s young people.

They are now part of an elite group of over 
170 higher level teachers in NSW and over 
300 higher level teachers Australia-wide. 

It is your children, students at NSW schools, 
who will benefit from the teaching, mentoring 
and school leadership of these great 
teachers.
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AWARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL  
PARENTS
Aparent who has stayed involved in her children’s primary school 

for 40 years was among eight parents who were named Public 
School Parent of the Year at the recent Minister’s and Secretary’s 
Awards for Excellence.

Valerie Adams’ three sons have long grown up and left Islington 
Public School in Newcastle, but Mrs Adams has remained an integral 
part of its P&C having served on the committee since 1977 – much 
of that time as treasurer.

Despite having moved away from the area, she remains active in the 
school community and, with the school now a reception point for 
refugee families, her local knowledge is an important resource in 
organising P&C activities.

The Minister for Education, Rob Stokes, and the Department of 
Education Secretary, Mark Scott, presented awards to 35 students, 
37 staff and eight parents from across NSW during a ceremony in 
Sydney in September.

Valerie Adams

Susan BekyElizabeth Kenyon

Kathryn McGrath Jack Pelaez

Lieu Phan Jo SmithSharon Warner

THE OTHER PUBLIC SCHOOL 
PARENT OF THE YEAR AWARD 
WINNERS WERE:
• Susan Beky, Merrylands High School
•  Elizabeth Kenyon, Australia Street Infants School
• Kathryn McGrath, East Hills Public School
• Jack Pelaez, Thomas Acres Public School
• Lieu Phan, Lansvale Public School
• Jo Smith, Marrickville West Public School
•  Sharon Warner, North Sydney Boys High School
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WILKINS PUBLIC SCHOOL  
UNVEILS REVAMPED LIBRARY
Wi lk ins Publ ic  School ’s  l ibrar y 

underwent a contemporary makeover 
and formally opened its doors to the  
school community at 8 am, Thursday, 
August 31.

The revamped library now in full swing has 
been funded by the school’s P&C Association 
who contributed approximately $100,000 
through school fundraising. In addition, the 
school also received a $60,000 matching 
grant from the DEC for capital works, and a 
grant from Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL 
for artwork and technology for the maker 
space.

The grand opening held at the school’s 
revamped library was attended by Jo Haylen 
(NSW Member of Parliament for Summer 
Hill), Sheila Bollard (Wilkins Public School 
Principal), Paul Kougias (Canterbury 
Hurlstone Park RSL), Dean Slattery and 
Brian Tolhurst (Department of Education), 
Ben Bayot, Kevin Borg and Evan Hadjiantonio 
(TJS Services), members of the Wilkins P&C 
including Annie Hensley, Jo Boag and Nikki 
Pitkethley, members of the school executive 
and staff including Karen Korras (teacher 
librarian) and former staff including Suzie 
Freestone. 

“This has been a long-term project for our 
school community, raising approximately 
$100,000 through school fundraising over  
3 years,” said Amanda Brown of Wilkins 
Public School P&C Association.

Amanda commented “The library is an 
important area for our school of nearly 700 
children – each child has at least one 
45-minute lesson in the library each week, 
and some classes also do their technology 
curriculum in the library. It’s open at 
lunchtime for anyone who wants some quiet 
time, who feels overwhelmed by the 
playground, or who has special needs that 
prevent them from running around.”

“We’d like to thank Kim Askiew for the 
amazing artwork. Everyone involved with this 
project is extremely proud of this library. 
Indeed, we have come a long way… from the 
bars on all the windows, falling down shelves, 
a resource room that took much of the 
natural light into a lively transformed space 
for learning!”

Wilkins Public School’s Old Library

Wilkins Public School’s revamped library
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125 YEARS – BACK TO THE  
BYRON BAY PUBLIC SCHOOL
On Saturday 16 September, the Byron Bay 

Public School celebrated 125 years – 
our quasqui-centennary! Over 2500 people 
helped us mark the occasion, starting with a 
parade of vintage cars through the town led 
by our oldest living former student – Esme 
Walker, 91, followed by a whole range of 
music, games and historical demonstrations 
throughout the school. 

We unearthed the buried capsule from our 
100 years celebration (back in 1992) and 
buried a new capsule full of treasures from 
2017 to be opened on our 150th anniversary. 
All current students were photographed in 
the weeks leading up to our celebrations 
telling us what they would be doing in 2042 
– so we can’t wait to see how many of these 
dreams come true!

A special book was commissioned to mark 
the occasion, filled with stories of the 
school’s commissioning and journey over 
the years (copies can be ordered through the 
school website: www.byronbay-p.schools.
nsw.edu.au). For a small town like Byron 
Bay, the school really played a central role in 
community life and continues to do so today.

The beginnings…

The first application for a provisional school 
(requiring a minimum of 12 children) was 
made on June 8, 1890. Children for the 
proposed school were those of John Hunter, 
s to r e ke e p e r ;  C h r i s to p h e r  Tu r n e r, 
storekeeper; Ernest Hermann, selector; Eli 
Hayter, farmer and E Atkins also a farmer.

The applicants wrote that a four-room 
cottage could be rented for the school. 
Replying to the application, the local schools 
Inspector wrote that there would not be 
enough students for a new school and that a 
part-time school could be set up instead and 
for the rest of the time children could travel 
to nearby Brunswick Heads.

This plan however was knocked back, as was 
a second one for a school to be established 
at nearby Coopers Shoot. A third and 
successful application for a school at Byron 
Bay was received by the Department in 
September 1891. This application was 
lodged by John Hocquard, caretaker of the 
jetty and storekeeper John Hunter.

Artwork at Byron Bay Public School – 
the Bay before white settlement

Artwork from senior students to mark 
the 125 years

On September 3, 1891 the inspector wrote, 
“There is now a sufficient number of children 
in the locality to warrant the opening of a 
provisional school.” Inspector McLelland 
then successfully recommended the 
establishment of a provisional school and 
the provision by the Department of a building, 
20ftx16ftx9ft, costing about 70 pounds.

The school was finished and ready for 
students in the first week of September 1892 
with an enrolment of 57 students. Within 
three weeks there were 72 students and the 
original building designed for only 35 was 
already too small! Does this sound familiar?

By 1894 the school needed new classrooms, 
and the school has only continued to grow 
since then, much of it with funds raised by 
the P&C (including our fantastic canteen). 
Byron Bay grew from a small fishing and 
agricultural town to the somewhat bohemian 
surf and holiday mecca it is known as today. 
And the whole time, the school grew with it….

The school today

Today our school has an enrolment of more 
than 610 students, with 26 classrooms. Our 
125th birthday present from the State 
Government was an announcement of 10 
new classrooms to be built to house our 
growing student body, with work to start 
soon. Thanks to all those who contributed to 
a wonderful weekend of celebrations – 
particularly Geoff Spargo, immediate past-
Principal who has spent his first year of 
retirement coordinating the whole event! 

We can’t wait to see you all again in 2042.
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Our school today…. 

VIPs outside an old fashioned 
classroom display

Year 3 students performing a  
maypole dancePlanting a tree to celebrate the day

Byron Bay Public School students from 70 years ago
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Does your P&C Association have a 
volunteer that deserves the title “NSW 

P&C Volunteer of The Year”? P&C Federation 
would like to hear from you so why not 
nominate them! 

P&C Federation would like to invite all 
affiliate P&C Associations across NSW to 
nominate a candidate for the title of NSW 
P&C Volunteer of the Year Award, for the 
period January – December.

What’s more? The finalist chosen from each 
of the 16 electorates will receive 2 free 
tickets to attend the 2-day conference. The 
finalist along with a companion will receive 
travel ,  accommodation,  conference 
participation and seats at the awards dinner 
where the ultimate title of ‘NSW Volunteer of 
The Year’ will be announced.

T he P&C Federation Conference is being 
held on the 2 & 3 March 2018, for its 

members across New South Wales to 
attend regardless of their location whether 
it be in metro, regional or rural areas. The 
event will be held at the venue of our Proud 
Community Partner Novotel, Parramatta. 

The Conference will run over two full days 
with speakers, workshops and exhibitors 
with the highlight of the conference being 
the announcement of the “NSW P&C 
Volunteer of The Year Award”.

INTRODUCING ‘NSW P&C VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR’

2018 Conference Proud Community Partner

P&C FEDERATION 2018 CONFERENCE
FRIDAY 2 & SATURDAY 3 MARCH 2018

Each P&C Association can send 2 
representatives from their P&C Association 
to attend. To gather information, knowledge 
and resources and be able to share, learn 
and network with other P&C Associations. 
On return they can share the information 
and what they have learnt to assist their P&C 
Association achieve their goals and better 
suppor t their  students and school 
community.

We’d love to see you there, so make sure you 
get your registrations in on time. 

For more information, please visit: 
www.pandc.org.au 

or contact P&C Federation’s office 
on: 1300 885 982.

We look forward to welcoming  
you to P&C Federation  

2018 Conference.

TO NOMINATE A DESERVING CANDIDATE 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE NOMINATION FORM 
ENSURING ALL CRITERIA IS ADDRESSED:
•  Nominating P&C Association must be a financial member of P&C Federation at 

the time of the nomination.
•  Nomination to be a decision of the P&C Association members.
•  President to sign off that the person nominated was the choice as voted by the 

P&C Association.
•  The period in which the deserving volunteer is being nominated for is within the 

period of 1 January 2017 and 31 December 2017.

Nominations close 5pm, Wednesday 11 October 2017.

For further information, please visit:
www.pandc.org.au or contact P&C Federation’s office on 1300 885 982.
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SHARE        LEARN        NETWORK
INTRODUCING GUEST SPEAKERS FOR THE P&C FEDERATION  
2018 CONFERENCE

Introducing Andrew Johnson

Andrew Johnson, has more than 20 
years of national and international 
experience working in senior leadership 
positions NGOs, and international 
intergovernmental organisations.

His work has included management and 
oversight of large scale service delivery 
programming, policy development and 
advocacy campaigns. He has been 
requested to present to the UN Security

Council, US Congress and the Australian 
Parliament on issues pertinent to 
children and young people. He was an 
Adjunct Professor at NYU, developing 
and teaching courses on child and 
human rights.

His work as a children’s campaigner has 
included senior roles with, Plan 
International, Save the Children, 
ChildFund Alliance, UNICEF, UNCHR and 
the Australia Council of Social Service 
(ACOSS). 

Introducing Mandy Weidmann

Mandy Weidmann, is Australia’s 
‘Fundraising Whisperer’ – publisher of 
the Fundraising Directory and author of 
the Practical Fundraising Handbook for 
School and Club Volunteers. Mandy 
believes that parent volunteers 
shouldn’t have to reinvent the wheel all 
the time and is passionate about 
providing resources to make fundraising 
easier (and more fun). 

As an author, blogger, presenter, trainer 
and mentor she helps over a quarter of Mandy Weidmann 

Andrew Johnson

a million Australian volunteers each 
year reach their fundraising goals. 

She is the resident Fundraising Expert 
for several print and online publications 
and writes weekly fundraising tips for 
her audience of 25,000 subscribers 
and 15,000 Facebook fans.

A passionate advocate for volunteers, 
Mandy is dedicated and driven to help 
and support those who are always the 
first to put their hand to help others – 
volunteers.

WORKSHOPS
•  Mandy Weidmann (Fundraiser 

Whisperer) Workshop 
—  How Creative Fundraising 

Connects Communities

•  NSW Volunteering
   —  Increase volunteer numbers

•  Schools plus 
— Grant writing

Spaces are limited! 
Register now to secure 
your spot.
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BOOK WEEK 2017: CELEBRATING 
THE LOVE OF READING

The Children’s Book Council of Australia 
(CBCA) Children’s Book Week ran from 

August 19th to August 26th, 2017. The 
theme for the week-long festival this year 
was ‘escape to everywhere’.

Established in 1945, the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia was founded at a 
time when Australian children’s books were 
few, and Australian authors and illustrators 
were virtually unknown. In 1946 the CBCA 
established annual book awards to promote 
books of high literary and artistic quality. 
These awards are now the most influential 
and highly respected in Australia.

The CBCA Book Week brings children and 
books together every year to celebrate the 
love of reading. 

As a part of the celebration, children dress 
up as their favourite book character and 
participate in the Book Week Parade. 

P&C Federation interviewed these children 
to know what dressing up as their favourite 
characters for the Book Week Parade meant 
to them. With sheer enthusiasm and love for 
the character they chose, here’s what they 
had to say… 

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS CHARACTER? 
Isaac: I chose Harry Potter because I loved 
the movie (I even have the entire DVD set!). I 
like using my wand to do magic with my 
Imagination “Expecto Patronum”. The 
special effects in the movie are awesome. 

WHAT WAS THE MOST EXCITING PART 
A B O U T  D R E S S I N G  U P  A S  T H I S 
CHARACTER?
Isaac: Wearing the robe cloak and using my 
wand. I truly felt like a wizard at Hogwarts. 
The special effect was – my mum drew 
Harry’s scar on my head. 

NAME A BOOK YOU’VE READ FOR THE 
BOOK WEEK
Isaac: Rocks, Minerals and Gems by 
Scholastic and The 26-Storey Treehouse by 
Andy Griffiths

IN 2015, THE CBCA CELEBRATED 70 YEARS  
OF PROMOTING AND SUPPORTING THE BEST OF AUSTRALIAN 

LITERATURE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

NAME: ISAAC
DRESSED AS: Harry Potter

SCHOOL: Sherwood Grange  
Public School
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WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS CHARACTER?
Grace: She’s the ultimate female hero! I am 
inspired by her bravery.

WHAT WAS THE MOST EXCITING PART 
A B O U T  D R E S S I N G  U P  A S  T H I S 
CHARACTER?
Grace: Making the bow and arrows. My 
family had lots of fun helping me.

NAME A BOOK YOU’VE READ FOR THE 
BOOK WEEK
Grace: A Most Magical Girl by Karen Foxlee

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS CHARACTER?
Aliya: I chose this character because she 
likes to go on adventures and it matched the 
theme perfectly. 

WHAT WAS THE MOST EXCITING PART 
A B O U T  D R E S S I N G  U P  A S  T H I S 
CHARACTER?
Aliya: I loved the stockings the most out of 
the whole costume to me that was exciting 
because it made my costume much better 
and perfect.

NAME A BOOK YOU’VE READ FOR THE 
BOOK WEEK
Aliya: James and the Giant Peach by Roald 
Dahl

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS CHARACTER?
Ruby: I like Scooby-Doo and we already had 
the pieces for the outfit so we didn’t have to 
spend any money. 

WHAT WAS THE MOST EXCITING PART 
A B O U T  D R E S S I N G  U P  A S  T H I S 
CHARACTER?
Ruby: The most exciting part about dressing 
up was parading around at school.

NAME A BOOK YOU’VE READ FOR THE 
BOOK WEEK
Ruby: Go home, Cheeky Animals! by Johanna 
Bell

Book Week 2017
SINCE 1945 – YOUR CONNECTION TO STORY

NAME: GRACE
DRESSED AS: Katniss Everdeen 

– Hunger Games

SCHOOL: Wallsend Public School

NAME: ALIYA
DRESSED AS: Alice in Wonderland

SCHOOL: Sherwood Grange 
Public School

NAME: RUBY
DRESSED AS: Velma Dinkley 

– Scooby-Doo

SCHOOL: Wallsend Public School
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WYRALLAH PUBLIC SCHOOL 
HITS 150 YEARS!

This year marks a historic milestone for 
Wyrallah Public School, as it celebrated 

150 years of providing quality educational 
experience to children in the Lismore area, 
making it the longest continually operating 
school in the Northern Rivers District. 

Originally, known as Tucki Tucki Public 
School, Wyrallah Public School was 
established on 1 October 1867. 

To mark this excit ing and historic 
sesquicentennial event – students, staff, 
parents and school community members 
-past and present came together for 
compiling the ‘150th Year – Book of 
Celebration of Wyrallah Public School.’ 

Minister for Lismore, Hon Thomas George 
commented, “Wyrallah Public School 
provides a personalised approach to the 

teaching and learning of its students from 
Kindergarten to Year 6 in an environment 
that is nurturing and community centred. 
My congratulations to Wyrallah Public School 
on reaching this significant milestone in its 
history.”

Director of Education, Dave Harvey said, 
“Wyrallah Public School is a vibrant country 
school that I have been involved with over the 
past twelve years as a senior officer within 
the Lismore Department of Education area.”

“It is with great pleasure and satisfaction 
that I can witness Wyrallah Public School’s 
150th Anniversary. Wyrallah Public School 
has a history of providing outstanding public 
education within the broader Lismore area.”

Mr. Harvey added “Congratulations to the 
community and to both past and present 
students and staf f in reaching this 
momentous milestone.”

On this special occasion of Wyrallah Public 
School’s 150th anniversary, Principal, Lisa 
Fahy said, “I am both very proud and very 
humble to be Principal of our wonderful 
school in its sesquicentenary year.” 

“I am honoured to acknowledge all the 
Headmasters, Teachers-in-Charge and 
Principals who have preceded me. The core 
elements of Wyrallah Public School have 
remained constant: dedicated staf f, 
students willing to learn, parents committed 
to supporting the education of their children, 
and a strongly supportive local community.”

Ms. Fahy went on to say, “The synergy 
provided by the positive coalition of students, 

"WYRALLAH PUBLIC SCHOOL IS 
A VIBRANT COUNTRY SCHOOL"

staff, parents and community augurs well for 
the future of Wyrallah Public School.” 

The 150th Year – Book of Celebration was 
put together by The Wyrallah Public School 
150th Anniversary Organising Committee. 
President of the 150th Anniversary 
Committee, James Quin commented, “For a 
small country school like Wyrallah Public to 
be celebrating 150 years of continuous 
education is an impressive feat indeed.”

Mr. Quinn added, “I wish the school all the 
best and long may it continue to play a 
central role in the Wyrallah community.”

Wyrallah Public School’s P&C Association 
has been a major part of the school’s 
history. One thing that hasn’t changed 
during the last 150 years is the strong 
community involvement to ensure all 
students benefit from our decisions and 
fundraising efforts. 

P&C Association President, Nathan Rose 
said, “Our Sesquicentennial – celebrating 
150 years, is a wonderful achievement and 
a major milestone for our school.”

“On behalf of the P&C we would like to wish 
Wyrallah Public School continued success 
for another 150 Years,” added Mr. Rose.
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ED WEEK 2017: I LEARN, WE LEARN
By Melissa McCullough

Education Week 2017 was celebrated 
across the state from July 31 to August 

4 with enthusiasm and pride.

From open days, to alumni panels, and 
bilingual reading groups to inter-school 
choral performances, this year’s events saw 
many schools – along with their parents, 
carers and friends – celebrate the central 
role that public schools play in building 
learning communities for young and old.

The theme for Education Week was I Learn, 
We Learn, which encapsulated the NSW 
Department of Education’s commitment to 
ensuring that every student, every teacher, 
every leader and every school improves, 
every year. 

Some of the ways schools improve, which 
were highlighted during Ed Week, include 
establishing a culture of high expectation for 
students and teachers; personalised student 
learning; providing for the wellbeing of 
students; and by building stronger ties to 
local communities. 

For the first time Education Week featured a 
dual-site launch, which took place on 
Monday 31 July at Glenmore Park High 
School in Sydney and Tamworth High School, 
and was integrated vir tually via the 
Department’s Connected Classrooms 
technology. The launch was also livestreamed 
via YouTube. 

The launch was attended by the NSW 
Minister for Education, Rob Stokes, who said 
the Education Week theme I Learn, We 
Learn recognised education lasted a lifetime, 
and was both relational because it was 
about people and spatial, about places of 
learning. “Each and every one of us needs to 
be lifelong learners; it’s a journey we are all 
part of,” he said.

Mr Stokes said the 63rd annual Education 
Week was an opportunity to recognise and 
celebrate the incredible work of public 
schools, educators and students.

The launch included a special Education 
Week message from NSW Premier Gladys 
Berejiklian who vowed to give every child in 
NSW the same opportunity to be their best “no 
matter where they live” or their background.

“As a product of the public school education 
system myself I still feel so inspired by the 
teachers who made a difference to my 
learning,” Ms Berejiklian said.“Public 
education allows our children to dream big, 
to think big and to feel that the sky is the 
limit.”

During the launch, the compere duties were 
expertly shared in real-time by school 
leaders from Glenmore Park High School 
and Tamworth High school, demonstrating 
how learning distances are bridged across 
public schools in NSW through the integration 
of technology.

In a tribute to teachers, Tamworth South 
Public School captain Joseph Anderson and 
former student Geordie Brown (now at Oxley 
High) used their keynote speeches to praise 
their teacher Robyn Inglis.

“I’ve been gifted with many learning 
opportunities as a student at Tamworth 
South Public School,” Joseph said. “I am 
discovering my true potential by being 
exposed to a variety of rich and memorable 

TAMWORTH: Three keynote speakers from Tamworth – teacher Robyn Inglish,  
Year 6 student Joseph Anderson and Year 12 student Geordie Brown

SYDNEY: Minister Rob Stokes at lectern

SYDNEY: Mark Scott, Secretary, on left and Rob Stokes, on right (behind students)

experiences. This has changed the way I look 
at education.” 

“Education is now a passion for me.”
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Apply Now
$100 Coles voucher for first 3 P&C to apply at

www.mymatechrome.com.au/pandc

P&C Discounted student
Chromebooks from $325 (ex GST)

1300 243 882

 

  

SCHOOLS SPECTACULAR 
is an outstanding showcase of the talent in 
NSW public schools. In terms of sheer size, 
scale and scope, Schools Spectacular is 
unequalled in the world with a 2700-strong 
choir, 2300 diverse dancers, an 80-piece 
symphony orchestra, a world-class stage 

band and a huge number of outstanding 
solo performers.
This iconic cultural event engages and 
showcases students of varying ages, 
cultures, ski l ls and socio-economic 
backgrounds; from metropolitan, rural and 
remote regions of NSW.

SCHOOLS 
SPECTACULAR

will be held at Qudos Bank Arena, 
Sydney Olympic Park on the 24th and 

25th of November.

THINGS PARENTS SHOULD BE 
ASKING THEIR SCHOOL

A BYOD policy can present parents 
with some challenges, not the least 
is the cost of purchasing a device for 
every student in the household.

To get the most cost effective hassle free 
solution, parents should ask their child’s 
school the following questions:

BENEFITS
•  How do I choose a BYOD device for my 

child?

•  Who sets up the device so it 
connects to the school infrastructure 
properly?

•   Do I need to buy any software?
•  Who installs the software?
•  What happens if my child’s device 

breaks or requires technical support?
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PARENT ENGAGEMENT CONFERENCE

Far West, North Coast and Western Sydney 
Councillors attended the first Parent 

Engagement Conference in Melbourne in 
June this year. The conference was a great 
opportunity to hear from international and 
national speakers about the importance of 
parent engagement in a child’s life and the 
impact it has on their learning. 

Over the two days, the recurring message that 
parents play an important role in a child’s 
education and learning continued to be 
voiced, with various strategies and ideas 
delivered throughout the conference. Guest 
speakers throughout the duration of the 
conference included; Minister for Education 
and Training Senator the Hon Simon 
Birmingham, Professor Bill Lucas, Dr Debbie 
Pushor, Mr Steve Moneghetti, Dr Karen Mapp, 
Ms Jenni Brasington and Mr Tim Moore.

P&C Federation’s Far West Councillor, Natalie 
Walker commented, “As parents, we are our 
child’s first teachers, and it’s important to 
recognize the role we play in our children’s 
learning and the educational outcomes they 
can achieve. It is also necessary to recognize 
that learning does not just happen in the 
school and that the home and families play a 
significant role in providing lifelong learning 
opportunities for children.”

How do we engage parents and families? By 
building relationships and creating 
environments where parents and families 
feel valued and welcomed into our schools. 
How can we do this? By creating a culture 
where schools and families are partners in a 

By Natalie Walker

Terry Timms, Dr Karen Mapp, Jenni Basington and Natalie Walker

Mr Tim Moore, Natalie Walker, Dr Heather Weiss and Stephen Bartos (ARACY CEO)

Minister for Education and Training 
Senator Hon Simon Birmingham

Helen Evans (DoE), Debbie Pushor,  
Terry Timms and Natalie Walker

child’s educational journey. By sharing 
information and knowledge, only then can 
we truly meet the needs of each child. What 
is evident is that we need to develop 
authentic parent engagement strategies, not 
a tick the box approach.

As the peak parent body for public schools in 
NSW, we look forward to developing and 
fostering strong relationships with the 
Department of Education in moving forward 
in creating strong connections to focus on 
raising the importance of family engagement 
in children and young people’s lives, as well 
as focusing on the benefits of parental 
engagement in improving educational 
outcomes for our children in our schools. 

Learning is lifelong process that we all 
continue to do, even after leaving school!
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WHAT IS A QUORUM? IT IS THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS REQUIRED  
TO BE PRESENT FOR A MEETING TO PROCEED.

Not sure what the required Quorum for P&C is? Here’s what you need to know...

•  Remember, No Quorum, No Decisions. Your by-laws should indicate the required time limit 
to achieve the Quorum for all meetings. It is normal practice that the required quorum be 
achieved within 15 minutes of the advertised start time.

•  Dont forget to promote the benefits of the P&C Association to achieve the required Quorum!

HANDY HINTS!

Create a premium quality shade 
feature at a competitive price and 
increase opportunities for outdoor 

learning 
 
Provides - 

 A pleasant and inviting atmosphere 
for lessons, functions and community 
gatherings 

 Very high UV protection and water 
resistant 

 The breathable canopy allows LIGHT 
& AIR IN and NOISE OUT 

 
Perfect for - 

 Sports Courts and Assembly areas 
 Fixed play equipment 
 Open Play spaces 

 
Designed by an independent structural 

engineer to comply with the Building Code 
of Australia, you can be sure your SUN 

SHADE structure or sails will be durable and 
long lasting – built for your specific site 

conditions. 
 

 
                                
                                   PO Box 287  
                     Avalon NSW 2107 
                    Tel:  1300 78 44 81 
                www.sunshade.com.au 
 

Ask about our high density shadecloth in 

a range of modern colours 

50 or more 
members

Less than 50 
members

11 members

5 members

Quorum
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competitions and a debating camp for 
primary school.

He says the expansion into the junior years 
was at the suggestion of teachers who felt 
there was too much focus on senior students. 
“The idea that everything happens in the last 
few years of school needed to be turned on 
its head,” Mr Cameron recalls. “Younger 
students often have more time to devote to 
extracurricular activities.”

He says the role gave him an extraordinary 
insight into the minds of students across 
NSW. 

“Over the years I have learned a lot about 
what young people are thinking about. At the 
height of media attention on the issue of 
eating disorders a lot of girls would talk 
about that; during the Iraq war a lot of 
competitors spoke about weapons of mass 
destruction.”

“This year Trump seems to be the flavour of 
the month and not in a flattering way – it’s 
like ‘Oh America what have you done’,” he 
laughs.

He has noticed a change in the demographic 
of students involved in the competitions with 
more girls and students from non-English 
speaking backgrounds taking part.

“There has been a widespread change in 
female participation in all areas,” he 
acknowledges, crediting Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard and the rise of female Premiers as an 
inspiration.

“A lot of girls involved in public speaking and 
debating want to follow that path and they all 
admire [Sydney Labor MP] Tanya Plibersek 
and [ABC TV journalist] Leigh Sales.”

In 2000 Mr Cameron took over as chair of 
the National Plain English Speaking Award. 
He cites his career highlight as Smith’s Hill 
High student Isabel Crawford winning the 
international Plain English Speaking Award 
in London, becoming Australia’s first winner 
in 30 years and first female winner.

He is also delighted that a lot of alumni stay 
involved in the competitions acting as 
judges, coaches and adjudicators, such as 

WORDS OF WISDOM ON  
THE SPEAKING BUG 

Loyd Cameron loves nothing more than a 
good argument. But that’s not surprising 

given he has spent his teaching career 
developing debating and public speaking 
skills in NSW public school students.

In July Mr Cameron retired as the NSW 
Department of Education Arts Unit Speaking 
Competitions Officer – a role he has held for 
the past 24 years.

During that time he has overseen the growth 
of public speaking, debating and the spelling 
bee in NSW public schools into a high-profile 
and key part of the annual arts and school 
calendars.

Along the way he has either taught or 
employed every member of The Chaser team 
and has basked in the reflected glory of his 
alumni, which includes internationally 
acclaimed author Isabel McFarlane, former 
NSW Minister Verity Firth and GetUp co-
founder Jeremy Heimans.

After joining the education department in 
1980 as an English, drama and history 
teacher, Mr Cameron caught the debating 
bug when his Grantham High School team 
beat its rivals from the selective James Ruse 
Agricultural High School.

“I realised it was possible for the underdog 
[team] to win,” he recalls. “People think 
these things can only be won if you go to a 
selective school, but we’ve had champions 
from schools such as Gymea and Riverside 
Girls.”

Mr Cameron’s move into the bureaucracy of 
debating came in 1994 when he applied for 
the Speaking Competitions Officer role while 
a teacher at Moorefield Girls High School.

At the time there were just three secondary 
debating competitions, a camp at the end of 
the year, a high school public speaking 
competition, and what seems archaic now, a 
typing pool. 

Mr Cameron almost immediately set about 
expanding the opportunities for younger 
students to get involved in public speaking, 
introducing debating competitions for Year 5 
and 6 and Years 7 and 8, junior secondary 
and pr imar y - level  publ ic  speaking 

War on Waste star Craig Reucassel  
who is an ambassador for the program.

In 2004 Cameron added another level of 
pressure to his work when he launched the 
Premier’s Spelling Bee competition at the 
insistence of then Premier Bob Carr.

It was an instant hit with teachers, students 
and the media, but for the next 13 years 
remained one of Mr Cameron’s most 
stressful day’s work.

“The Spelling Bee final is nerve-wracking 
because you know at the end there can be 
only one person standing, but you don’t want 
to lose everyone in one round.” 

“As an organiser it is the most stressful 
[event], but there are wonderful moments 
when a child spells a word and the audience 
just goes ‘wow’.”

Although officially retired, Mr Cameron has 
been an active participant in the recent 
senior titles and fittingly he bows out a 
winner – with North Sydney Girls High School 
student Emily Kim winning the coveted Plain 
English Speaking national title and the 
honour of representing Australia at the 
international titles next year.

And when Emily addresses the audience in 
London, Mr Cameron will be part of the 
audience – retired but not quite ready yet to 
shake the speaking bug. 

Lloyd Cameron

By Dani Cooper 

P&CF_Journal_Term4_PRINT.indd   21 06/10/2017   15:54:41



22 Parent & Citizen

Please note P&C Federation’s  
new postal address:

LOCKED BAG 5114 
PARRAMATTA NSW 2124

Please note that our phone number 
remains unchanged

1300 885 982

WE’VE MOVED TO PARRAMATTA
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WHAT’S ON

Children’s Week celebrates the right of 
children to enjoy childhood and this year 

Children’s Week 2017 will be celebrated 
from 21 to 29 October. 

Children’s Week National Theme 2017 
UNCRC Article 29 “Education should develop 
each child’s personality and talents to the 
full. It should encourage children to respect 
their parents, their cultures and other 
cultures.” Children’s Week celebrates the 
right of children to enjoy childhood. It is also 

a time for children to demonstrate their 
talents, skills and abilities.

For more information, please visit : 
http://www.nswchildrensweek.org.au 

CHILDREN’S WEEK EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES:
•  Focus on: UNCRC Article 29 “Education 

should develop each child’s personality 
and talents to the full. It should encourage 
children to respect their parents, their 
cultures and other cultures.”

•  Shows a  mot ivat ion  to  ach ieve 
academically and professionally, including 
an intention to carry on to tertiary 
education. 

•  Experiencing personal or socioeconomic 
hardship. 

•  Agree to the Terms and Conditions of the 
scholarship, including providing feedback 
to the Harding Miller Education Foundation 
at the completion of each academic year 
during the scholarship period. 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
•  Evidence of successful transition into the 

primary school environment and 
demonstration of capacity to succeed at 
school

•  Have positive attitude towards school and 
high attendance rates

•  Evidence or testimony from the School 
Principal and the Classroom Teacher

•  Agree to the terms and conditions of the 
scholarship.

AVCAT scholarships for tertiary studies 
at a TAFE College, Registered Training 

Organisation or University are now open. 

The Australian Veterans Children Assistance 
Trust (AVCAT) is a national independent 
charity which aims to help the children and 
grandchildren of ex-service men and women 
to a better future through tertiary education. 

The Public Education Foundation offers 
several opportunities for primary-school 

aged students. These include The Vorsay 
Scholarship, The NSW Teachers Federation 
Primary Scholarship and The Public 
Education Foundation Primary Scholarship.

Each of these scholarships provide support 
and encouragement for a public primary 
school student entering Year 2 in 2018, 
throughout their time at primary school. 

NSW CHILDREN’S WEEK 21-29 OCTOBER 2017

AVCAT SCHOLARSHIPS FOR TERTIARY STUDIES 

VORSAY SCHOLARSHIP FOR PRIMARY STUDENTS

The Harding Miller Education Foundation 
Scholarship Program provides practical 

support to lift the educational and career 
aspirations of high potential Australian girls 
who are facing economic hardship. 

Scholarships are open to all Year 8 girls who 
are Australian citizens studying in a New 
South Wales public school. 

SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 
• Demonstrates high potential academically. 

THE HARDING MILLER EDUCATION FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
•  Demonstrated interest in extracurricular, 

community or leadership activities will be 
considered favourably.

Applications close 29th October 2017
For more information, please visit: http://
www.hardingmillereducationfoundation.
org.au/apply-for-a-scholarship/

AVCAT manages a range of scholarships for 
tertiary study at a Registered Training 
Organisation, University or TAFE College.

Closing Date: 31 October 2017
More information about scholarship 
eligibility can be found at http://www.
avcat.org.au/ Questions? 02 9213 7999 or 
avcat@dva.gov.au

Applications close 24th October 2017
For more information, please visit:  
https://publiceducationfoundation.org.
au/the-vorsay-scholarship-for-primary-
students/

• Celebrate children and young people
•  Highlight children’s talents, skills, 

achievements and needs
•  Acknowledge parents, carers and all those 

associated with the wellbeing of children 
and young people

•  Apply for an award for one of your staff or 
community members

For event and activity ideas, please visit: 
http://www.nswchildrensweek.org.au/
events  In format ion sourced f rom: 
http://www.nswchildrensweek.org.au
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For one and all.
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